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THE STAR OF LIFE

It is appropriate that Emergency Medical Services (EMS) be distinctively identified for the benefit of not only EMS providers but also their patients and the general public. Recognizing the need for a symbol that would represent this critical public service and be easily recognized by all, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) created the ‘Star of Life’ and holds priority rights to the use of this registered certification mark.
Adapted from the personal Medical Identification Symbol of the American Medical Association, each bar on the ‘Star of Life’ represents one of six EMS functions. The functions include: 
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2. Reporting, 

3. Response, 




4. On-Scene Care, 

5. Care in Transit, 

6. Transfer to Definitive Care. 

The serpent and staff in the symbol portray the staff of Asclepius, an ancient Greek physician deified and the god of medicine. Overall, the staff represents medicine and healing, with the skin-shedding serpent being indicative of renewal.
The ‘Star of Life’ has become synonymous with emergency medical care around the globe. This symbol can be seen as a means of identification on ambulances, emergency medical equipment, patches or apparel worn by EMS providers and materials such as books, pamphlets, manuals, reports, and publications that either have a direct application to EMS or were generated by an EMS organization. It can also be found on road maps and highway signs indicating the location of or access to qualified emergency medical care.
