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EMS Week 2025: 
EMS & Prehospital Blood, a Lifesaving Combo
NHTSA’s Office of EMS
Tuesday, April 29, 2025 at 12pm ET



2

VARIETY OF TOPICS
Provides the EMS community with a unique 
opportunity to learn more about Federal EMS efforts 
and programs.

EXPERIENCE
Brings Federal, State and local leaders to you!

REGISTER
With opportunity for Q&A. Closed captioning is 
available.

FEEDBACK & QUESTIONS
nhtsa.ems@dot.gov

EMS FOCUS
WEBINAR 
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This webinar will utilize three features in the 
Zoom Meeting controls.

• “Raise Hand” - Use this feature to ask your 
question live. You will be called upon and 
unmuted

• “Q&A” - Use this feature to submit your 
question virtually in a pop-up window/chat 
box

• “Show Captions” - Use this feature to turn 
on closed captions at any point during the 
webinar

Zoom Functions
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NHTSA Office of EMS

Reduce death & disability

Provide leadership & coordination to the EMS 
community

Assess, plan, develop, & promote 
comprehensive, evidence-based emergency 
medical services & 911 systems

 Mission
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EMS.gov Resources
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Today’s Agenda

Moderator
● Clary Mole, Emergency Medical Services Specialist, Office of EMS, NHTSA 

Speakers

● Dr. Matthew Angelidis, Medical Director, UCHealth EMS, Co-Chief Medical Director, Colorado 
Springs Fire Department, Co-Chief Medical Director, El Paso County AMR, Co-Chief Medical 
Director, Plains to Peaks RETAC, Clinical Assistant Professor, UC School of Medicine

● David Long, Executive Director, Tidewater EMS Council
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WHY PREHOSPITAL BLOOD TRANSFUSION IS 
IMPORTANT
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A LIFESAVING IMPACT ON SURVIVAL RATE
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Extend Your Impact. Save More Lives. 

● Blood drives support lifesaving care. 
● Show your agency’s commitment to community health. 
● Engage your team and the public in a meaningful way. 

Partner with a local blood center and make a difference this EMS Week!

Visit EMSWeek.org for more information

HOST A BLOOD DRIVE DURING EMS WEEK 2025
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● Dr. Matthew Angelidis, Medical Director, UCHealth EMS, Co-Chief Medical Director, Colorado 
Springs Fire Department, Co-Chief Medical Director, El Paso County AMR, Co-Chief Medical 
Director, Plains to Peaks RETAC, Clinical Assistant Professor, UC School of Medicine
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1 YEAR
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● David Long, Executive Director, Tidewater EMS Council



TIDEWATER EMS COUNCIL
David Long, Executive Director





Whole Blood Transfusion Criteria

Clinical Criteria for Whole Blood: 
✔ Systolic Blood Pressure ≤ 70 

OR 
✔ Penetrating Trauma, Any 1 below: 
✔ Blunt Trauma or Medical Etiology, Any 2 below:
 

• Systolic Blood Pressure ≤ 90 
• Narrow Pulse pressure ≤ 45 
• Heart Rate >120 
• Shock Index (HR/SBP) ≥ 1.2 
• ETCO2 < 25 
• AMS without obvious head trauma 
• Anti-coagulant use (not anti-platelet) 
• Obvious significant external hemorrhage 



About us
The mission of the Tidewater 
EMS Council is to reduce death 
and disability by facilitating 
regional cooperation, planning 
and implementation of an 
integrated emergency medical 
services delivery system.

501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
funded mostly through 
contracts, local government 
contributions, and partnerships.



Enhancing
EMS Care
for Our Region

TOTAL SQUARE MILES = 2,717

5,285+ EMS PROVIDERS

4 TRAUMA CENTERS

58 EMS AGENCIES

14 RECEIVING HOSPITALS

1 AIR-MEDICAL PROGRAM

• Standardizing delivery of 
Emergency Services across all 
jurisdictions

• Spearheading innovative 
programs for the entire region



Starting a Whole Blood Program
CONSIDERATIONS: R&D (It’s not what you think)

❑ IS THERE A NEED? TEMS reviewed 3-years of PI data

❑ BLOOD SUPPLY– Hospitals, Blood Banks, Blood Suppliers

❑ FUNDING – blood, equipment, and supplies

❑ MINIMIZING WASTE – Innovation & Creativity

❑ BLOOD DRIVES - DONATONS– resupply the Donor Blood Pool



TOOLS FOR PREHOSPITAL WHOLE BLOOD TRANSFUSION PROGRAMS

FIND WHAT WORKS FOR YOUR AGENCY



Crawl, Walk…RUN
CONSIDERATIONS:
❑ Oct 2022 – Program Start Virginia Beach
❑ April 2023 – Expansion Chesapeake
❑ September 2023 – Expansion 2nd Unit in Virginia Beach
❑ October 2023 – Program inclusion of Medial etiology and Pediatrics 

(5+)
❑ November 2023 – Expansion Portsmouth
❑ March 2023 – Expansion Suffolk and 2nd Unit on Chesapeake
❑ May 2024 – Program inclusion of ARC Bundle (TXA and Calcium 

Gluconate)
❑ October 2024 – Expansion 3rd Unit in Virginia Beach
❑ December 2024 – Expansion Norfolk



TRANSFUSION UPDATE



BLOOD DRIVES - DONATIONS
❑ Contract Obligation – Quarterly

❑ Public Safety – Research routine blood donations lowers cancer rick

❑ Community Engagement – shared responsibility – importance of the 
“Story”

❑ Chamber of Commerce – collaborate with local businesses

❑ Incentives – e-Gift Cards ($20)

❑ Social Media, QR Codes, Local Media – Spread the Word



WBI Program
Update

• EXPANSION - Now active in 
Chesapeake, Norfolk, Portsmouth, 
Suffolk and Virginia Beach

• EXTENSION - Now treating 
Pediatric and Medical Need 
Patients as well as Trauma 
Patients

• BLOOD DRIVES - Now planned 
monthly

How You
Can Help

• AWARENESS - Share what you’ve 
learned about TEMS and the 
impact of the Whole Blood 
Initiative

• GIVE BLOOD - Now treating 
Pediatric and Medical Need 
Patients as well as Trauma 
Patients

• DONATE FUNDS - Now planned 
monthly



UPCOMING BLOOD DRIVES
✔ April 26 – Ocean Park Volunteer Rescue

✔ May 15 – Tidewater Healthcare Expo

✔ May 19 – Suffolk Fire Rescue

✔ June 20 – Ocean Park Volunteer Rescue

✔ August 14 – Portsmouth Fire, Rescue, and Emergency Services

✔ September 18 – Ocean Park Volunteer Rescue

✔ October 30 – MOXY Hotel

✔ November 20 – Virginia Beach EMS

✔ December 12 – Ocean Park Volunteer Rescue



Tidewater EMS Council
1104 Madison Plaza, Suite 101, Chesapeake, VA  23320

Tel  757-963-0632,  Fax 757-963-2325

Email: tidewater@vaems.org

www.tidewaterems.org
GIVE BLOOD

Saturday, April 26
11am - 4pm
Ocean Park

Volunteer Rescue Squad

DONATE
Make a Difference by

Equipping and Educating
EMS in Tidewater!

https://x.com/TidewaterEMS
https://www.youtube.com/@TidewaterEMS
https://www.facebook.com/TidewaterEMS
https://www.facebook.com/TidewaterEMS/
https://www.instagram.com/tidewaterems/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/tidewaterems/
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Q&A
Watch Previous Webinars:



THANK YOU!

Feedback & Questions
nhtsa.ems@dot.gov


