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Working with a Blood Supplier in 
Your Prehospital Blood Program

NHTSA’s Office of EMS
Tuesday, September 22, 2026 
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Upcoming Prehospital Blood Series Topics

Scan to 
Register for 
Each Session 
in Series
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VARIETY OF TOPICS
Provides the EMS community with a unique 
opportunity to learn more about prehospital blood 
transfusion best practices.

EXPERIENCE
Brings federal, state and local leaders to you!

REGISTER
With opportunity for Q&A. Closed captioning is 
available.

FEEDBACK & QUESTIONS
nhtsa.ems@dot.gov
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This webinar will utilize two features in the 
Zoom Meeting controls.

• “Q&A” - Use this feature to submit your 
question virtually in a pop-up window/chat 
box

• “Show Captions” - Use this feature to turn 
on closed captions at any point during the 
webinar

Zoom Functions
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NHTSA Office of EMS

Reduce death & disability

Provide leadership & coordination to the EMS 
community

Assess, plan, develop & promote 
comprehensive, evidence-based emergency 
medical services & 911 systems

 Mission
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EMS.gov Resources
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EMS Focus: Working with a Blood Supplier in Your 
Prehospital Blood Program

Panelists
Gamunu Wijetunge
Director 
Office of EMS, NHTSA

Moderator

Christina Warren, MSHS, MLS (ASCP) SBB
Blood Bank & Stem Cell Transplant Cellular 
Therapies Manager
Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist, North Carolina

Jeff Hinshaw, PA
Assistant Medical Director
Wilkes County Emergency Services, North Carolina
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Wilkes County Emergency 
Services Department 

Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist 
Medical Center



WILKES COUNTY & ATRIUM HEALTH IN ACTION
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HOW EMS PROGRAMS SAFELY DELIVER BLOOD 

● Paramedics receive specialized training and 
competency validation to safely administer blood 
products in the field

● Prehospital blood programs operate under 
physician medical direction and follow 
evidence-based clinical guidance

● EMS agencies maintain strict procedures for 
storage, temperature monitoring, transport and 
product accountability according to AABB 
Guidelines
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ROTATION MODEL PAY-AS-YOU GO MODEL 
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“Prehospital blood transfusion programs 
coupled with 911 call-taking protocols are 
promising tools that support faster, more 
informed responses….DOT will improve 
public safety infrastructure and expand 
post-crash care to save lives.”

- National Roadway Safety Strategy 
(NRSS)

NATIONAL ROADWAY 
SAFETY STRATEGY 2026

1
6



17

®
17

PREHOSPITAL BLOOD: A NATIONAL SAFETY PRIORITY IN ACTION 

  Pathways to Safer Streets (P2SS)
● Prehospital blood is named one of 

eight federal priorities in the 
Administrator’s action plan—with new 
tools and resources to strengthen 
SHSO partnerships 
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HOW NHTSA IS SUPPORTING PREHOSPITAL BLOOD 
Increasing national visibility of 
prehospital blood transfusion 
with public safety, highway safety 
and elected officials

Advancing education, 
collaboration and best practice 
sharing across EMS and 911

Partnering with national and 
regional stakeholders across the 
care continuum 

Releasing resources (infographics, 
informational videos, use cases, etc.) 
communicating impact and best 
practices 

Providing federal funding to 
support scalable programs

Accelerating adoption to advance one 
of the most transformative EMS 
interventions in a generation
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Q&A
Watch Previous 

Webinars:



THANK YOU!

Feedback & Questions
nhtsa.ems@dot.gov


