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History of the Field Triage Guidelines

q 1976 ACS Optimal Resources Document

q 1987 ACS develops Field Triage Decision scheme

• Updates in 1990, 1993, 1999: Expert consensus

q 2006 CDC leads multidisciplinary panel 

• Evidence-based review

• Published in the MMWR in 2009

q 2011 CDC Expert Panel revision: Minor updates



!"

#$%&
"'()*"+,"

-$.'/()*$"0.(1+$/
.'$

&.
2

Copyright © 2022 by the American College of Surgeons. Content cannot be reproduced or repurposed without written permission.

2021 Revision process - Overview

q Systematic review of current FTG literature

• Clearly defined thresholds for addition/deletion of criteria

q EMS input integral to revision process

• Expanded expert panel

• Direct feedback

q NHTSA funding/support
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q FTG Steering Committee
• PICO (patient, intervention, comparison, outcome) questions to guide the systematic 

reviews

• Initiated meetings 2 years in advance of the Expert Panel meeting

q National Expert Panel
• EMS clinicians, EMS physicians, emergency physicians, trauma surgeons, pediatric 

surgeons, nurses, EMS medical directors, experts in EMS training and education, EMS and 
trauma system administrators, researchers, and representatives from stakeholder 
organizations 

• 12 national organizations represented

Committee Structures
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Systematic reviews

q New literature on field triage

q Controversial aspects of the 
guideline

q Opportunities for new or 
modified criteria

q Quality of the evidence Special 
considerations 

criteria

Mechanism 
of Injury

Physiologic 
criteria
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q EMS Subcommittee of ACS-COT

q Developed and piloted 40-question end-user feedback tool

q Distributed to 29 national organizations representing EMS

q Responses from 3,958 EMS clinicians

EMS Feedback

Fischer PE et al, Trauma Surgery Acute Care Open 2022
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EMS feedback

q FTG are widely used by EMS in the U.S.

• Prior versions seen to be overly complex 

q Stepwise approach felt to be useful

• But mechanism/injury is evaluated first and drives most decisions

“I see the wreck before I see the patient”

“I see the patient before I know the BP”
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2021 Field Triage Guidelines

q Structure/format re-imagined

• Align better with information flow to EMS

• Align better with how FTGs were being used

q Consolidates criteria into two categories

• High risk for serious injury

• Moderate risk for serious injury

National Guideline for the Field Triage of Injured Patients 
RED CRITERIA 

High Risk for Serious Injury 
 

Patients meeting any one of the above RED criteria should be transported to the highest-level trauma center available 
within the geographic constraints of the regional trauma system 

 
 

YELLOW CRITERIA 
Moderate Risk for Serious Injury 

 

Patients meeting any one of the YELLOW CRITERIA WHO DO NOT MEET RED CRITERIA should be preferentially 
transported to a trauma center, as available within the geographic constraints of the regional trauma system 

(need not be the highest-level trauma center) 
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2021 Field Triage Guidelines
National Guideline for the Field Triage of Injured Patients 

RED CRITERIA 
High Risk for Serious Injury 

 

Patients meeting any one of the above RED criteria should be transported to the highest-level trauma center available 
within the geographic constraints of the regional trauma system 

 
 

YELLOW CRITERIA 
Moderate Risk for Serious Injury 

 

Patients meeting any one of the YELLOW CRITERIA WHO DO NOT MEET RED CRITERIA should be preferentially 
transported to a trauma center, as available within the geographic constraints of the regional trauma system 

(need not be the highest-level trauma center) 

Anatomic criteria
now 

injury patterns

Updated
physiologic 

criteria

Mechanism of 
injury

Special 
considerations

focused on criteria 
prompting special 
attention by EMS

Special 
considerations

Mechanism 
of injury

Anatomic 
criteria

Physiologic criteria
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2021 Field Triage Guidelines
National Guideline for the Field Triage of Injured Patients 

RED CRITERIA 
High Risk for Serious Injury 

 

Patients meeting any one of the above RED criteria should be transported to the highest-level trauma center available 
within the geographic constraints of the regional trauma system 

 
 

YELLOW CRITERIA 
Moderate Risk for Serious Injury 

 

Patients meeting any one of the YELLOW CRITERIA WHO DO NOT MEET RED CRITERIA should be preferentially 
transported to a trauma center, as available within the geographic constraints of the regional trauma system 

(need not be the highest-level trauma center) 

Flow of information to EMS

Risk q The guideline is intended to be 
read from top to bottom and 

from left to right 
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2021 Field Triage Guidelines

q New for 2021  
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q New for 2021  
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q New for 2021  
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2021 Field Triage Guidelines

q New for 2021
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2021 Field Triage Guidelines

q EMS judgement 
section now 

includes factors 
that the expert 
panel felt were 

important to 
consider, but 

which lacked a 
robust and 
consistent 

evidence base
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2021 Field Triage Guidelines

q New for 2021
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2021 Field Triage Guidelines
National Guideline for the Field Triage of Injured Patients 

RED CRITERIA 
High Risk for Serious Injury 

 

Patients meeting any one of the above RED criteria should be transported to the highest-level trauma center available 
within the geographic constraints of the regional trauma system 

 
 

YELLOW CRITERIA 
Moderate Risk for Serious Injury 

 

Patients meeting any one of the YELLOW CRITERIA WHO DO NOT MEET RED CRITERIA should be preferentially 
transported to a trauma center, as available within the geographic constraints of the regional trauma system 

(need not be the highest-level trauma center) 

q Each risk category is aligned 
with recommendations for 
selection of a destination 

hospital 
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Transport recommendations

q Organized by risk of serious injury 

• Transport recommendations aligned with the level of risk

q No “one size fits all”

• Account for regional differences

q Goal: 

• Patients meeting the “high risk” criteria should be triaged to the highest level 

trauma center within the region whenever possible

• “Right patient, Right Place, Right time”
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q Press releases
q Social media campaign
q EMS World presentation 
q Trade periodicals (JEMS, Firehouse)
q Professional Organizations
q 10th Edition PHTLS
q NASEMSO Model EMS Guidelines
q Regional NHTSA Offices

– Encourage highway safety offices to partner with state 
EMS offices in dissemination and adoption of this 
updated countermeasure

Dissemination
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q Video and written materials

q Case-based scenarios

q Customizable for specific trauma 

systems

q Developed for new providers and 

continuing education

Education
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Education
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Quality Measures



!"

#$%&
"'()*"+,"

-$.'/()*$"0.(1+$/
.'$

&.
2

Copyright © 2022 by the American College of Surgeons. Content cannot be reproduced or repurposed without written permission.

2021 Field Triage Guidelines - Highlights

q FTG now with new structure/format

• Revised to reflect information flow to EMS

• More consistent with how FTG are currently being used

q Revisions based on rigorous process for review of current evidence, 

expanded expert input and EMS feedback

q Risk categories aligned with recommendations for destination hospital
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2021 Field Triage Guidelines - Highlights

q Focus now on dissemination and education

q New quality measures to assess effectiveness

q EMS/End user feedback was critical to revision process
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q FTG Steering committee/Slide credits:

• Craig Newgard, MD, MPH

• Peter Fischer, MD

• Mark Gestring, MD

• Eileen Bulger, MD

• Holly Michaels, MPH

• Mackenzie Dafferner, MPH


